
Mount Kisco Conservation Advisory Council 
 
Minutes for Regular Meeting – Feb. 8th, 2017 
 
 Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Present: 
Robert Liebman          (Chairman) 
James Gmelin 
Harold McCartney 
John Rhodes 
Alan Antin 
Peter Grunthal (Village Trustee) 
Ruth Moy (Subcommittee Member) 
 
January 2017 Minutes were approved 
JR will send minutes to Paula for posting on the Village Website 
 
Agenda Items 
 
Minutes - Approved minutes of meeting on January 12, 2017 

 
NRI 
We discussed our review of the final draft of our Natural Resource Inventory and 
approved the NRI to be presented (after minor corrections are made) to the Village 
Board at their meeting in March.  
 
Single-use plastic bag law 
Alan and John met with a representative from Bedford 2020 and agreed to work with 
them and other concerned citizens on a Reusable Bag Initiative to educate both towns 
about the serious problems presented by the single use bags, and to investigate the 
possibility of both Towns adopting an ordinance functionally identical to that recently 
enacted in New Castle.  
 
Invasive species 
We discussed the critical situation regarding the spread of invasive plant species in 
Mount Kisco, and possible actions to deal with the situation, including educating property 
owners, organizing vine cutting events, and publication of support materials. Jim and 
John will attend a conference on the subject at the WCC Native Plant Center in early 
March and will report on recommended remedial actions. 
 
Earth Day Celebration 
John Rhodes is working with CAC members and others to organize an Earth Day 
Celebration at the Mt. Kisco Library on April 22nd, preceded by a morning hike on Kisco 
Mountain led by Harry McCartney. Ruth Moy will work with Harry on the hike and will 
also organize refreshments for the Library Event. Alan Antin will also work on organizing 
the event and will deliver a presentation on the Reusable Bag Initiative.  
 
Arbor Day celebration 
Jim Gmelin and Ruth Moy are organizing an Arbor Day event for Saturday morning April 
29th to be held in Leonard Park.  Plans include an official Arbor Day Proclamation by 



Mayor Cindrich, Tree Planting with children from the elementary school, a childrens’ art 
exhibit, and dedication of a tree and plaque in memory of Mount Kisco conservationist 
Stan Bernstein.  
 
Meeting with Planning Board Chairman on February 1 
Jim and John reported on their meeting with Doug Hertz, Chairman of the Planning 
Board. Going forward, the Planning Board will bring the CAC into the planning process 
at an early stage to assure that possible environmental issues are addressed in the most 
efficient way. For example, this streamlined process may include providing copies of 
conceptual plans to the CAC for review and attendance by CAC members at Village 
Staff meetings to discuss conservation related aspects of  proposed developments.  
 
Planning Board items: 
Win Development 77-91 S. Moger Ave. 
The progress of this proposed development was discussed. The Village Board approved 
the proposed Easement and use of Village property, and It looks like the revised plan 
discussed by Win Development with the CAC will probably also be approved by the 
Planning Board. John will follow up and attend the next PB meeting where the Board 
plans to move the SEQRA and plan approval process toward forward.  
 
Streetscape Inventory (Urban Forestry), and  Trees for Tribs grant applications 
Jim and John reported that they have been working with the Village Manager on these 
applications. They attended a Webinar on the Urban Forestry grant application and met 
with Ed regarding this complex process. It was decided that Keller-Sessions would 
prepare an application for Phase One of the program—a tree inventory for the all trees 
on Village owned land and public right of way, and a detailed plan to preserve and 
improve the condition of these resources. 
 
The Village will also apply for a Trees for Tribs grant to renew the trees along Branch 
Brook and the stream connecting Wallace Pond with the Kisco River in Leonard Park.  
Jim and John will assist with these applications and report on progress at the March 
CAC meeting. 
 
We are also continuing to look into NYS Grants and other funding sources to support 
conservation activities regarding Invasive Species Remediation and other priorities. 
 
Other Issues 
The progress of recycling in Mount Kisco was discussed, including the lack of public 
area recycling collection, and it was agreed that the CAC would look into this matter, and 
will develop recommendations to improve this sub-optimal situation 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9 p.m. 
 
 
 


